82                        "THE LAND OF CHARITY."

fly abroad in search of fruits and other food.    They are   '
destructive to the ripening fruit in orchards and gardens.
The flesh is said to be good eating.

Birds of brilliant plumage, graceful form, and sometimes
pleasant song, abound in the forests, jungles, and cultivated
lands of Travancore. The Brahmmy kite, a very handsome
bird with brown and white plumage, is regarded as the
vehicle of Vishnu, to whom it is therefore sacred. On
Saturday afternoons crowds may be seen assembled and
looking up towards the sky ; they fast and continue gazing
upward till sunset. If the sacred kite appears, it is wor-
shipped; if not, the unlucky gazers return home in great
heaviness of heart.

Amongst other birds may be mentioned the tall adjutant,
or marabou stork, some of the feathers of which are highly
prized; the curious hornbills (sometimes incorrectly called
toucans); herons and cranes in the marshes and backwaters,
which are supposed to be very lucky to the beholder; owls,
whose hoarse hoot is supposed to presage pestilence or mis-
fortune ; the woodpecker, constantly tap-tapping the trunks
of trees in search of insects; the magnificent golden oriole,
and the brilliant blue jay; splendid kingfishers, sitting
patiently and silently on an overhanging branch, then darting
down like an arrow into the water to seize the fish on which
they prey; ringed parrakeets, in large flocks, harshly screaming
as they fly; sunbirds, little' larger than humming-birds,
flitting gaily from flower to flower; with the rarer wild goose
and duck, the quail, grouse and partridge, the cuckoo, dove,
and hundreds of other species.

The mynah, which may be regarded as a kind of starling,
is often taken young, caged, and trained to utter a few words.
The jungle fowl, a small bird with brilliant plumage, but
singularly shy in its habits, is perhaps the original of the
common domestic fowl. The weaver bird, one of the family